Fontana man creates organization
to help people overcome addictions
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Come next fall, James Ran-
tdolph will celebrate o milestone.
Hiz wife, DMana, and his friends
willl rEige plasses snd coffee megs
topether and foast his success.
Buil thase glasses and mnigs won't
ke filled with the one Bouid that
neapky cost him his family, and his
Lile: Bowws,

Ramdolph has been sober for
nizarly 2 years.

He remefubers the day his life
renewed. Tt was Movember 35,
1982

By wifie had 18t me and gave
me an ultimatam,” said Randolph.
“idlﬂdn'thmdi[anﬂ I was in mis-

Ery.

And he was drunk again. But he
Fell dovwn on his bmees and begped
for heip. “1 asked God for help on
that day and Ive mever had a

drink sinoe,"” he said,

In the ensuwing years, he stayed
free of the crippimg drink by
faithfully attending weekly Alco-
holics Anonymous meetings and
h:.rtaln'm:“nne.d.ny at a time," he

'y caresr hlossosmed.
I:'I:Is thres daeghters excelled in
yeatdemnics and athiefics. He and
his wife pom a beaatiful home iz
Fontana,
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The Family: wos happy and whole again. Tut some-
thing was missing. And at age 5, he knew it was time
for & changs,

“Ag you got older you kmow yvour time is getting
aborter,” sald Randolph. “1 asxed myself, "How have
[ helped make somenne else's bifie betier?™

The enswert He felt be hadn't. S0 Randolph quit
Ids secimre, and close-to-retivement, M-vear job as a
Los Anpeles County assessor. And he embaried oo a
ney caresr path mogt woukd ghon

‘Fandolph started “Pathway™ in DM The oon-
profit orgenization provides a sober living home for
pariless and those freeing themselves from alcabod
and drig addiction.

Angromn can stumible and £all, but they can get back
up, sadd Randodph. And everyone deserves a sccond
chamea, he added.

“Wa want to help them pet hack on their fest and
g Them Back with Their familpes,” he s, *We want
them 1o become prodective members of society; to
be geod fathers and husbends again. They con be
good fathers to thelr children again. [ am passionate
about that.”

And withewt farbers, vou bove children lookdng
elsewhere for Fatherly lowe. “Kids join gangs
becapse they're looking for the love and sappart they
didn't get at home,™ said Randolpk.

Mo more than six men five topether at Pathowar.
Thﬂymnk.:lﬁ&n,md;,mdmlrunmmﬂ:ﬂrﬁr

- just bke a family does. And they have a
]!.u.ul:tn call home, “A plece to live is the bimgest part
thedr il aroand and staying sober, said
R!.udnl]:lh "Without a boane, many wauld be living in
the streer.'

BOR FANT iz a Mavy Vietnam veteran who served
with the Amphibioss Porces. He soffers firom Post
Traumatic Stress DMeseder (PSTD). He spiraled
down a dark path info sleolol 2nd dreg abase that
aanly exancerhated his PETD. He foamd khinpe at Path-

WA,
“Pethway gave me 8 foothold, 8 place to grow

from,” he sald. “Yoo've got to heve a place to e or
your're in constant transition, Bow can yoo start a life
living or the streets:™

But ot everyome is welcome, or allowsad to stay.
Withouot comanitment to sobricty and following hoase
males, the kalf-bearted are shown the door, sadd Fan-
dnlph. Kesidents sign contracts, they must wrile out
A plan o mowe forwerd with their lwes: they must
attend wechly mectings. And It they doa't, they face
DIII-'IEEI]"JEHEE!-

“The men woie whether somemne stays o EDES
whi has viplated the rules,” sald Randalph. "“We don't
allow a cancer &0 spresd o our house,™

At Pathway, the men {minimum age 18} all halp
one anpther, said Fant., Resume writing, knowing
how to apply for benefits, where to gt eyve glasses
and medicel care, getting o Ade o a job interview, o
studying for a drives's Heense teat all become easier
when everyone pitches in to help,

“Bveryont belps each other owt,” sadd Font.
*That's how families worl. You have each other to
give youo the strength to mo on®

To learsn more ahowt Pathesy, visit ernm
oy stomen. com.

James Ramdodph ls the founder of Palhway,



